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Take the party outside

With enough planning, the
right equipment and good dose
of creativity, you can transform
your backyard bash from plain
to pizzazz.

“Outdoor entertaining is about
making your guests feel comfort-
able and special, and there are a
variety of innovative ways to do
that,” says Sebastien Centner,
head of Eatertainment Special
Events and Catering, which op-
erates nationwide.

Weather-proofing is key to suc-
cessful outdoor parties, Centner
says, and he advises to be pre-
pared for anything.

For example, he says, if using
lit candles as part of your decor,
make sure they’re windproof.
Weigh down napkins so they stay
in place on the table. Have a few
blankets or pashminas on hand
for guests to use if they get chilly.

“Always do arain plan,” Cent-
ner adds. “As much as the enter-
tainment is focused on the out-
side, what happens if you have to
move it indoors? Where do you
put the antipasto station and the
bar? Plan for the worst, but hope
for the best.”

Another tool to protect guests
against the elements, Centner
says, is to prepare a host basket
filled with convenience items
such as sunglasses, flip-flops,
sunscreen, bug repellent and
misting spray.

“When you’re entertaining
outside on a hot August day,
some people may show up unpre-
pared. It’s nice to have these
small essentials available for
them in a stylish basket. People
are going to remember that about
your party,” he says.

Umbrellas and tents that cover
eating areas are also ideal for
protecting against the sun, he
says, adding that many of today’s
models are also very stylish.

The kind of patio furniture you
use and how you arrange it can
g0 a long way in helping guests
enjoy themselves and engage
with each other.

Using just traditional patio sets
that seat six to eight around a
table, Centner says, is less con-
ducive to natural socializing than
having a variety of small seating
areas.
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AT FRASER & 20TH '
VANCOUVER

1/3SOLD inthe last 6 weeks!
HOMES ARE SELLING QUICKLY, SO DON'T DELAY.

1 bedrooms starting at $256,500°
2 & 3 bedrooms starting at $339,900°

Open 12 - 6 PM | £04.780.6468 | www.blossomiving.ca

Featuring these Canadian world music artists:

Delhi 2 Dublin - BoomDaddy
ﬂ- Rene Hugo Y Sus Amigos - Ezeadi Onukwulu
[ Tiller's Folly » Dharmakasa - Rai
¥ Daddy Roy The Messenger » Claude Duke
- Michael Lee
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TALIN TRV

In association with:

Win The World of 96.1 FM Volume 10 by listening April 26th through May 3rd
during these programs on our two stations 96.1 FM and AM 1470:

Caribbean Express on 96.1 FM Monday - Friday gam-11am
Latino Soy on 95.1 FM Monday - Friday  11am - 1 pm
Swaraj on 96.1 FM Monday - Friday 2pm - 3pm
Celtin a Twist on AM 1470 Sundays 4pm - 5pm

FAIRCHILD RADIO GROUP

Canada’s No. 1 Chinese Radio with the local touch.

Call 604-295-1218 for information about advertising on our Chinese programs as well as during
other ethnic programming in over twenty different languages.

Starting April 20,
come in and try our premium roast coffee Free.
Breakiast hours from "5:00 - 10-30am uril May 3.
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