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celebrity spaces

His door is always open

Martin SlofStra
Editor, New Homes and Condos

S

ebastien Centner is the
director of Eatertainment, a hospitality firm
specializing in catering and
hosting special events.
Centner has created and
operates some of Toronto’s
most celebrated (and celebrity-frequented) restaurants
including The One Eighty and
The Bloor Street Diner, and
also manages events in partnership with Only One Gallery,
a unique loft-style space in the
heart of Parkdale that hosts
corporate events, weddings,
fashion shows and celebrity
photo shoots.
Clients have included Martha Stewart, Steve Nash, President Bill Clinton and Brad Pitt,
to name a few.
Centner came by his gift for
entertaining honestly. “My
childhood was split between
winters in Toronto (his father
is from Timmins, Ont.) and
summer spent in St. Tropez
(his mother is from the North
of France). I became interested in entertaining when

I was quite young and liked
helping my mom either in the
kitchen or serving guests when
her and my father entertained
(which was all the time),” he
says.
Recognized as an entertaining expert and media personality, Centner appears regularly
on The Marilyn Denis Show
sharing his tips and tricks and
has also been seen on ET Canada and Canada AM.
Aside from his family, his
greatest satisfaction is felt
when he is able to help a client produce an unforgettable
event.
His biggest thrill is “being
creative … and having a guest
or a client come up to me during or after an event to tell me
about something that wowed
them at their event.”
Centner also believes
strongly in giving back to the
community and his current
focus is on children charities
including The Purple Party
for Childhood Cancer which
raises funds for cancer screening in children.
He recently invited Celebrity
Spaces into his home.

Q: How would you describe
your home in one or two
words?
A: Contemporary and comfortable
Q: Tell us about your home?
A: It is a house, roughly 3,500
sq. ft. We moved in July 2015
after having lived previously
in the same house for almost
18 years. It was designed by
Architect Gina Schafrick who
lived there with her husband
Peter Schafrick (www.studiodna.ca). The modern clean
lines of the house suited my
wife (Sheila) and my personality perfectly.
We still need to redo the
basement and garage which
we modernized over the past
years, and the backyard which
we completely transformed
(it hadn’t been touched in
40 years) from an overgrown
jungle with a coy pond into a
clean and modern entertaining space. It was all done in
seven weeks by our amazing
landscape architect Joel Loblaw.
Q; What attracted you to this
space?
A: The design. It was (and

is) spectacular. Gina did a tremendous job and made decisions we never would have
thought of but that we appreciate every day.
Q: Who shares this home?
A: My wife of 21 years Sheila
and I, our youngest son Logan.
and our mini Schnauzers
Lola and Lily. Our oldest son
(Colsen) comes home from
university for the holidays.
Q: What is your favourite
room and why?
A: The main floor. Because
it’s not just one room, the
office/den, kitchen, dining
room and living room are all
open so you constantly feel the
energy and openness of the
space.
Q: How would you describe
your decorating style?
A: Clean, simple, modern
and whimsical.
Q: What is your fondest
memory in this home?
A: Moving in. I was very
attached to our old house and
our memories made there. My
wife was more pragmatic and
she was right. A house is just
four walls and a roof, the people make it a home and mov-

Sebastien Centner loves to entertain and having a main floor
— including office/den, kitchen, dining and living rooms —
that is wide open brings energy to the space.
ing in with our sons was exciting and once we were settled
we immediately felt at home.
Q: What’s the one item in
this house you can’t live without?
A: My wife Sheila. I always
said you should marry someone you can’t live without and
she is it.
Q: Weekends at home, what
are we most likely to find you
doing?
A: Entertaining! We have a
saying ‘our door only opens
inward’. What we mean by

that is that we love having
people around. We entertain
all the time and our house
is constantly filled with people. From dinner parties, to
our sons having their friends
over for steaks on the BBQ, to
impromptu drinks on a Saturday night, etc!
Q: If your walls could talk,
what would they say?
A: OMG! These people
never stop!
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